
A Little Bit Mongolian wows Nepali audiences at KIMFF 
By Miriam Fisher 
 
 
Australia’s foremost Himalayan cinematographer Michael Dillon this week wowed audiences at 
the Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, winning second place in the International 
Competition for his moving short film A Little Bit Mongolian. 
 
The 55-minute production follows the true story of a small Australian boy’s desire to race horses 
across the northern Mongolian steppe alongside local boys. 
 
Set against a backdrop of Mongolia’s breathtaking but unforgiving wide, open landscape to 
original music by Paul Jarman and Peter Kennard with singers from Gondwana Choirs, as well 
as the unique Mongolian throat singing of Baatarsukh Batsukh, the story takes the audience on a 
an emotional journey of self-discovery through the thrills and spills of horse racing in the bleak 
countryside. Tremendous spirit and courage is embodied in 12-year-old Angus Paradice and we 
begin to understand his growing love for the land and its people. 
 
Struck by the children and their devotion to horse racing during a family holiday to the country a 
year before, Angus develops his own devotion and spends his time back in Australia wisely, 
riding 25kms home from school each day in preparation before returning to the country which 
has stayed close to his heart. His goal? To become the first foreign boy ever to compete in the 
big Nadaam Festival. 
 
We watch as his ever-suffering but hugely supportive family look on as Angus takes the final hair 
raising ride of the season, and perhaps his life. 
 
“I was asked to film Angus’s Mongolian quest purely for the family records, but after the way the 
story unfolded I persuaded the family to invest in the costs of proper post production, offering 
to play my part as producer and director on deferred pay (to be paid out of revenue such as TV 
sales of which we currently have none),” said Dillon. 
 
“In Australia Angus Paradice was named Australian Geographic Young Adventurer of the Year 
and the film has been loved by various schools that have had screenings. But it has been rejected 
by both ABC TV and SBS who are the only real (but sadly limited) outlets for Independently 
made Australian Documentaries.” 
 
Although Australia is yet to pick the film up, it has already won a swag of awards, including Best 
Film on Mountain Culture at the Banff Mountain Film Festival (2009) and the Silver Award for 
Cinematography at the NSW ACS Awards (2009). 
 
KIMFF draws entries from across the globe, with Dillon competing against filmmakers from 35 
countries this year, including Nepal.  
 
“I have never entered the competition before, but to me KIMFF is more interesting than any 
other International Mountain Film Festival as the range of films is more diverse. For that reason 
it is harder for the jury members to make choices and more satisfying when a favourable choice 
is made for your film. 
 
“To me the best part was being there during the screenings and being aware that it was being 
enjoyed by the audience.” 



 
Dillon has previously stunned audiences with five adventure documentaries on Sir Edmund 
Hillary, as well as his spectacular footage of the first successful Australian expedition to summit 
Everest in 1984. His documentary Sea to Summit (1990) is the most internationally awarded 
adventure documentary ever, winning nine prizes at international mountain and exploration film 
festivals. 
 
Besides his love for adventure cinematography, Dillon possesses a love of the lands and the 
people he shoots and became a Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia in 
2004 for service to the Australian Film Industry as a pioneer in adventure and mountain film 
cinematography. The honour was also awarded for his commitment to international 
humanitarian work, namely through the Australian Himalayan Foundation.  
  
“My connections with Nepal go back to 1969 just out of school when I went on the second 
commercial trek ever to take place in the Everest region. The leader was shooting footage for an 
Australian TV show and when he got sick I took over the camera. Two years later, while an 
apprentice with a documentary company, I filmed a trek in the Annapurna region and made my 
first documentary. This film was sold to the BBC and about six other international networks and 
was the first exposure of the joys of Himalayan trekking to screen on world television. I would 
like to think that it helped accelerate the growth of the trekking industry,” said Dillon. 
 
The film was selected to open the festival on the 9 December to much critical acclaim by the 
crowd filling Kathmandu’s City Hall. A repeat screening was held on 11 December, again 
receiving a long and enthusiastic round of applause from the largely Nepali audience. 
 
The win comes at the perfect time to see out the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Australia and Nepal, helping to cement the enduring friendship between the two 
countries. 
 
For more information on the film go to - http://www.michaeldillonfilms.com.au/A-little-Bit-
Mongolian.php 
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